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mentation among the sitiophobiacs, Riva, Ibid. On the weight 
of the calvarium among progressive paretics, Frankel, Ibid. 
Causation of insanity, Chapman, journal of Mental Science » 
July, 1882. Employment of upper-class lunatics, Bower, yournal 
of Mental Science , July, 1882. Decorations and furnishing of 
asylums, Urquhart, yournal of Mental Science , July, 1882. 

J. G. Kiernan, M. D. 


e .— THERAPEUTICS OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 


Pilocarpine in Hysterical Hemianesthesia. — yourn. de 
mid. et de chirurg. (Lond'. Med. Record ,, June 15, 1882.) 

Huchard reports two cases of hemianaesthesia cured, and one 
case of general anaesthesia changed to a hemianaesthesia, by the 
use of pilocarpine. No return of the anaesthesia was noted after 
the lapse of two weeks. The nitrate was used hypodermically at 
intervals of two days ; the dose not stated. 


Pilocarpine in Hydrophobia. — Prog, mid., June 17, 1882. 
Denis-Dumont (de Caen) reports a case of undoubted rabies ap¬ 
parently cured by subcutaneous injection of nitrate of pilocarpine. 
Dose not given. 

Artificial Feeding in Nervous Vomiting. — Prog, mid., 
June 17, 1882. Ballet reports two cases of nervous vomiting thus 
treated and cured. He found that while very small quantities of 
milk, when swallowed, were immediately vomited, a litre or more 
when introduced by the oesophageal tube was retained. After a 
while the stomach became tolerant of milk when swallowed, and 
the recovery was speedy. 


Nitrite of Sodium in the Treatment of Epilepsy. — Prac¬ 
titioner, June, 1882. W. T. Law treated a bad case of epilepsy 
with the following results : 


No. of 
weeks. 

No. of 
attacks. 

Treatment. 

I 4 i 


Bromides of potassium, sodium, and ammonium. 

4 i 


Borax. 

23 


Bromides, with alternations of iron and aloes. 

22 


Bromides, with belladonna. 

14 


Nitrite of sodium in 1.20 doses ; frequency not stated. 
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PERISCOPE. 


Curare in Epilepsy. — Neurologisches Centralblatt , Jan., 1882. 
(.Practitioner , June, 1882.) Kunze has before reported thirty-five 
cases of epilepsy treated with curare, of which nine are reported 
cured. Now Edlefsen has been using Kunze’s formula which is: 

Curare, 0.5. 

Distilled water, 5.0. 

Hydrochloric acid, one drop. 

Digest for twenty-four hours and filter. One third of this is given 
hypodermically every five days. The solution causes no pain, 
reflex or toxic phenomena. Two cases of hystero-epilepsy did not 
improve under the treatment. Six cases of epilepsy were not per¬ 
manently improved; three were improved, and three permanently 
cured (time elapsing not stated). 

Kunze recommends abandonment of the treatment if four or 
five injections are not beneficial. 


An Investigation of the Action of Certain Medicines 
upon the Excitability of the Cerebrum; with Contribu¬ 
tions to the Therapy of Epilepsy. — Lo Sperimentale, 1881. 
{Revista Sper. di Fren. e di Med. Leg., Fascic. iii, 1881, p. 362 ; 
Arch. f. exp. Path. u. Pharm., Bd. 15, Heft 384.) Albertoni. 

The author concludes, from experiments upon dogs, by trephin¬ 
ing and exciting the cortex with the faradic current, before and 
after the administration of the drugs to be tested : 

That potassium bromide will decidedly diminish the electric 
excitability of the cerebrum, and removes entirely the possibility 
of exciting epileptic attacks. 

That, neither in single doses, nor by continued administration 
is it possible with atropine to prevent the epileptic attacks pro¬ 
duced by exciting the cortex with electricity. In fact, single 
doses increase the excitability of the cortex to a considerable de¬ 
gree. 

That cinchona bark and its active principles act injuriously 
with epileptics, and is contra-indicated. The latter conclusion 
was reached after the administration of 0.5 to 1.0 gramme doses 
daily upon eleven cases of chronic epilepsy, with the effect of in¬ 
creasing the number of attacks during the use of the drug. 

R. W. Amidon, M.D. 



